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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 11, 2021, at 2 p.m. 

Senate 
MONDAY, MAY 10, 2021 

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable MAZIE 
K. HIRONO, a Senator from the State of 
Hawaii. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, vindicate those who 

cling to the truth. They seek to walk 
on Your path, to honor You with their 
work, and to glorify You with their 
lives. May these lawmakers remember 
that You are their light and salvation, 
bestowing mercy and honor on them. 

Lord, You refuse to withhold any 
good thing from those who walk blame-
less before You. Continue to strengthen 
our Senators, who strive to please You 
with their thoughts, words, and ac-
tions. Empower them as they seek and 
pursue peace for our Nation and world. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, May 10, 2021. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MAZIE K. HIRONO, a 
Senator from the State of Hawaii, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Ms. HIRONO thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

CORONAVIRUS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

like all of my colleagues, I spent last 
week traveling my home State. I spoke 
with Kentuckians about where we have 
come over the past 15 months, where 
we are today, and the bright future we 
should have ahead. 

More than 1.8 million Kentuckians 
have received COVID vaccines. These 
medical miracles were created in 
record time by genius scientists plus 
Operation Warp Speed. And they are 
proving the pathway back to normalcy 
that we had hoped for. 

I was happy to get to visit the Bap-
tist Health Hardin Memorial Hospital 
in Elizabethtown to hear about their 
vaccination program and to thank the 
staff for all of their work. 

We should be on track for a fantastic 
American comeback summer, full 
steam ahead. From vaccinations to job 
growth, the new Biden administration 
inherited favorable trends in every di-
rection, thanks to the five bipartisan 
rescue packages that Congress passed 
just last year. 

But in several important ways, the 
decisions of elected Democrats have 
contributed to slowing the return to 
normalcy. We have seen some State 
and local officials bow to Big Labor 
and soft-pedal the clear science on 
school reopenings. And the big bill that 
Washington Democrats pushed through 
a couple of months ago did not require 
schools to reopen in order to receive 
even more extra funding. 

The President and his team keep 
sending mixed messages about gath-
erings and wearing masks that some-
times break from their own CDC’s 
guidance for vaccinated Americans. 
Again, there almost seems to be some 
reluctance to let go of emergency 
measures, even to the point of clashing 
with science. 

And what about our economic recov-
ery? Back in March, Democrats 
rammed through their so-called Amer-
ican Rescue Plan with a $2 trillion par-
tisan spending spree. It is packed with 
policies that seem designed for March 
2020, not March 2021; for example: con-
tinuing to use taxpayer dollars to pay 
a special bonus for unemployed people 
to stay home rather than filling one of 
the growing number of job openings 
around the country. 

Republicans had this crazy idea that 
with vaccines flooding the country, 
with COVID–19 in retreat, it was time 
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